CHAPTER XVIII

CONCLUSION

THE material presented in these pages is but a frac-
tional part of the evidence that has come into my hands,
from Indian sources, substantiating the paramount
thesis of Mother India. Perhaps, however, sufficient has
been presented to prove beyond doubt these two facts:
First, that the worst religious and social customs of
the Hindus of India prevail to a wide degree; and,
second, that Western public* opinion to-day is a real
power for correcting those Hindu customs most to be
deplored.

Time and time again, during the past two years,
the Hindu in India has used the argument that America
and Europe are watching and that, therefore, something
must be done to retrieve the Hindu position before the
Western world. Thus, in the most recent Central
Indian Legislative Debate to hand, we find an ardent
exponent of the child marriage bill using these words:

People in England and America are watching
' how we deal with this Bill. Writers like Miss
Mayo, and politicians like Mr. Winston Churchill
have declared that India cannot be granted self-
government so long as she tolerates and commits
acts of oppression'against girls of tender age.1

It is immaterial that no such statement is to be found
in Mother India, for the book has obviously developed

1 Legislative Assembly Debates, January 29th, 1929, Delhi, p.
196. Speech by Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda.

230